
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
ROSENA WASHINGTON, as Personal  ) 
Representative of the Estate of EARL L.  ) 
MOORE, JR., Deceased,    ) Case No. _____________ 
       ) 
   Plaintiff,   ) 
       )   
vs.       ) 
       ) 
LIFESTAR AMBULANCE     ) 
SERVICE, INC., a corporation,  ) 
PEGGY J. FINLEY, an individual,   ) 
PETER J. CADIGAN, an individual,  ) 
  ) 
   Defendants.   ) 
 

COMPLAINT  
 

COMES NOW, Plaintiff Rosena Washington, as Personal Representative of the Estate of 

Earl L. Moore, Jr., deceased, through her attorneys, Hilliard Martinez Gonzales LLP, and Ben 

Crump Law PLLC, and files this Complaint against Defendants LifeStar Ambulance Service, Inc., 

Peggy J. Finley, and Peter J. Cadigan, in support of which she would show unto this Honorable 

Court as follows: 

A. PLAINTIFF 

1. Earl L. Moore, Jr. (“Earl”) died on December 18, 2022.  At the time of his death, 

Earl resided in Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois and was a citizen of Illinois.   

2. Plaintiff Rosena Washington (“Plaintiff”) is a natural person who resides in 

Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois and is a citizen of Illinois.  Plaintiff is the surviving mother 

of Earl and is contemporaneously applying to be appointed as Independent Administrator of Earl’s 

estate and requesting that Letters of Office be issued. 
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3. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Illinois Wrongful Death Act, 740 ILCS 

180/1 et seq., and the Illinois Survival Act, 755 ILCS 5/27-6, on behalf of all the wrongful death 

beneficiaries of Earl L. Moore, Jr. 

4. Earl left surviving the following next of kin: 

(a) Rosena Washington, Mother 

(b) Chatara Moore, Sister 

(c) ShaKira Brooks, Sister 

(d) Mahogany Moore, Sister 

B. DEFENDANTS 
 

5. Defendant LifeStar Ambulance Service, Inc. (“LifeStar”) is a corporation 

organized under the laws of Illinois with its principal place of business in Centralia, Illinois.  

LifeStar can be served with process by serving its President, Roger Campbell, at 940 North Elm 

Street, Centralia, Illinois 62801. 

6. Defendant Peggy J. Finley (“Finley”) is a natural person who resides in Springfield, 

Illinois and is a citizen of Illinois.  Upon information and belief, Finley currently resides at 800 S. 

Durkin Dr., Apt. 440, Springfield, Illinois 62704.  Finley is currently incarcerated and can be 

served with process at the Sangamon County Jail, 1 Sheriff’s Plaza, Springfield, Illinois 62701. 

7. Defendant Peter J. Cadigan (“Cadigan”) is a natural person who resides in 

Springfield, Illinois and is a citizen of Illinois.  Upon information and belief, Cadigan currently 

resides at 1015 Green Acres Lane, Springfield, Illinois 62707.  Cadigan is currently incarcerated 

and can be served with process at the Sangamon County Jail, 1 Sheriff’s Plaza, Springfield, Illinois 

62701. 

8. LifeStar, Finley and Cadigan shall be collectively referred to as “Defendants.” 
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C. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 
 

9. This Court has jurisdiction over all of the parties and the subject matter involved in 

this litigation as the amount in controversy exceeds the Court’s minimum jurisdictional 

requirements. 

10. Venue is proper in Sangamon County pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-101 because the 

incident giving rise to this suit occurred in Sangamon County, Illinois. 

11. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court over all Defendants as Defendants reside in or 

conduct continuous and systematic business in the State of Illinois.  

D. FACTS 
 

12. On December 18, 2022, at approximately 2:02 a.m., police officers from the 

Springfield Police Department encountered Earl at a residence at 1116 North 11th Street, in 

Springfield, Illinois.  The police officers determined that Earl was in need of medical assistance 

and requested an ambulance. 

13. An ambulance owned and operated by LifeStar, and staffed by Finley and Cadigan, 

believed to be a licensed paramedic and emergency medical technician respectively, arrived at 

approximately 2:18 a.m.  Finley and Cadigan were employees of LifeStar. 

14. Finley entered the residence, not wearing gloves, and without medical equipment 

or supplies.  Upon encountering Earl inside the house, Finley began yelling at him (using foul 

language).  Not only was Finley abusive towards Earl, but she failed to size-up the scene to 

determine if Earl was a priority patient, or assess Earl to identify the chief complaint. 

15. Earl clearly had an altered mental status.  This means, among other things, that he 

could not comply with requests.  An altered mental status is also a potentially life threatening 

condition.   
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16. Earl was not able to walk, and Finley refused to provide assistance in safely moving 

Earl outside to the ambulance.  Police officers—who are not trained on safe patient movement—

were therefore required to move Earl outside to where Cadigan was waiting with a patient 

movement device, in this case the ambulance stretcher.   

17. Upon police officers getting him outside, Finley and Cadigan put Earl face down 

on the stretcher.  Once Earl was on the device in a prone position, Finley and Cadigan placed straps 

across his back and lower body and pulled them tight. 

18. Before strapping Earl face down on the stretcher, neither Finley nor Cadigan took 

any steps to assess Earl’s medical condition. 

19. After arriving at St. John’s Hospital, Earl was pronounced dead. 

20. It is presently unknown what occurred during the ambulance ride between Earl’s 

departure from the residence at 1116 North 11th Street and his arrival at St. John’s Hospital.    

21. The Sangamon County Coroner’s Office determined Earl’s cause of death to be 

“compressional and positional asphyxia due to prone facedown restraint on a paramedic 

transportation cot/stretcher by tightened straps across the back and lower body, in the setting of 

lethargy and underlying chorionic alcoholism.”   

22. Finley and Cadigan knew from their experience and training that positioning Earl 

on the stretcher in the manner described above and using straps would create a substantial 

probability of great bodily harm or death.   

23. Earl’s death resulted from the willful and wanton misconduct of Finley and 

Cadigan. 

24. Finley and Cadigan’s misconduct included failure to properly: (a) size up the scene; 

(b) assess Earl; (c) care for Earl; (d) provide treatment to Earl; (e) provide safe patient movement 

to Earl; and (f) provide safe patient transport to Earl.   
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25. At all relevant times Finley and Cadigan were acting in the course and scope of 

their employment with LifeStar and LifeStar is responsible for their conduct. 

E. CAUSES OF ACTION 

Count I 
(Wrongful Death: Breach of Standard of Care – Finley) 

26.   Plaintiff incorporates each and every allegation of the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

27. As a paramedic, Finley owed a duty to exercise reasonable care in the assessment, 

treatment, movement, care, and treatment of Earl. 

28. Finley’s willful and wanton conduct breached the standard of care in the 

assessment, care, treatment, movement and transportation of Earl.  Among other things, despite 

knowing Earl was in medical distress, Finley refused to assess Earl, refused to provide treatment 

and care to Earl, forced Earl to ambulate when he was unable to do so due to his condition, and 

then proceeded to strap him to a stretcher in a prone position when she knew from her experience 

and training that positioning Earl in this way would create a substantial probability of great bodily 

harm or death.   

29. As a direct and proximate cause of one or more of the aforementioned willful and 

wanton acts and/or omissions of Finley, Earl suffered serious injuries that resulted in his death. 

30. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Wrongful Death Act, 740 ILCS 180/0.01 

et. seq. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Finley in an amount in excess of 

Fifty-Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00). 
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Count II 
(Survival Act: Breach of Standard of Care – Finley) 

31. Plaintiff incorporates each and every allegation of the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

32. As a paramedic, Finley owed a duty to exercise reasonable care in the assessment, 

care, treatment, movement, and transportation of Earl. 

33. Finley’s willful and wanton conduct breached the standard of care in the 

assessment, care, treatment, movement and transportation of Earl.  Among other things, despite 

knowing Earl was in medical distress, Finley refused to assess Earl, refused to provide treatment 

and care to Earl, and then proceeded to strap him to a stretcher in a prone position when she knew 

from her experience and training that positioning Earl in this way would create a substantial 

probability of great bodily harm or death.   

34. As a direct and proximate cause of one or more of the aforementioned willful and 

wanton acts and/or omissions of Finley, Earl suffered serious injuries that resulted in his death. 

35. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Illinois Survival Act, 755 ILCS 5/27-6. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Finley in an amount in excess of Fifty-

Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00). 

Count III 
(Wrongful Death: Breach of Standard of Care – Cadigan) 

36.   Plaintiff incorporates each and every allegation of the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

37. As an emergency medical technician, Cadigan owed a duty to exercise reasonable 

care in the diagnosis, care, and treatment of Earl. 

38. Cadigan’s willful and wanton conduct breached the standard of care in the 

assessment, care, treatment, movement and transportation of Earl.  Among other things, despite 
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knowing Earl was in medical distress, Cadigan refused to assess Earl, refused to provide treatment 

and care to Earl, and then proceeded to strap him to a stretcher in a prone position when he knew 

from his experience and training that positioning Earl in this way would create a substantial 

probability of great bodily harm or death.   

39. As a direct and proximate cause of one or more of the aforementioned willful and 

wanton acts and/or omissions of Cadigan, Earl suffered serious injuries that resulted in his death. 

40. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Wrongful Death Act, 740 ILCS 180/0.01 

et. seq. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Cadigan in an amount in excess of 

Fifty-Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00). 

Count IV 
(Survival Act: Breach of Standard of Care – Cadigan) 

41. Plaintiff incorporates each and every allegation of the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

42. As an emergency medical technician, Cadigan owed a duty to exercise reasonable 

care in the diagnosis, care, and treatment of Earl. 

43. Cadigan’s willful and wanton conduct breached the standard of care in the 

assessment, care, treatment, movement and transportation of Earl.  Among other things, despite 

knowing Earl was in medical distress, Cadigan refused to assess Earl, refused to provide treatment 

and care to Earl, and then proceeded to strap him to a stretcher in a prone position when he knew 

from his experience and training that positioning Earl in this way would create a substantial 

probability of great bodily harm or death.   

44. As a direct and proximate cause of one or more of the aforementioned willful and 

wanton acts and/or omissions of Finley, Earl suffered serious injuries that resulted in his death. 

45. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Illinois Survival Act, 755 ILCS 5/27-6. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Cadigan in an amount in excess of 

Fifty-Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00). 

Count V 
(Wrongful Death: Breach of Standard of Care – LifeStar) 

46.   Plaintiff incorporates each and every allegation of the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

47. At all relevant times, Finley and Cadigan were employees of LifeStar and acting in 

the course and scope of their employment with LifeStar, resulting in LifeStar being responsible 

for their conduct under doctrines of, among other things, agency and respondeat superior. 

48. As a paramedic and emergency medical technician respectively, Finley and 

Cadigan owed duties to exercise reasonable care in the assessment, treatment, care, movement, 

and transportation of Earl. 

49. Finley’s and Cadigan’s willful and wanton conduct breached the standard of care 

in the assessment, care, treatment, movement and transportation of Earl.  Among other things, 

despite knowing Earl was in medical distress, Finley and Cadigan refused to assess Earl, refused 

to provide treatment and care to Earl, forced Earl to ambulate when he was unable to do so due to 

his condition, and then proceeded to strap him to a stretcher in a prone position when they knew 

from their experience and training that positioning Earl in this way would create a substantial 

probability of great bodily harm or death.   

50. As a direct and proximate cause of one or more of the aforementioned willful and 

wanton acts and/or omissions of Finley and Cadigan, Earl suffered serious injuries that resulted in 

his death. 

51. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Wrongful Death Act, 740 ILCS 180/0.01 

et. seq. 



9  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against LifeStar in an amount in excess of 

Fifty-Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00). 

Count VI 
(Survival Act: Breach of Standard of Care – LifeStar) 

52. Plaintiff incorporates each and every allegation of the foregoing paragraphs as if 

fully set forth herein. 

53. At all relevant times, Finley and Cadigan were employees of LifeStar and acting in 

the course and scope of their employment with LifeStar resulting in LifeStar being responsible for 

their conduct under doctrines of, among other things, agency and respondeat superior. 

54. As a paramedic and emergency medical technician respectively, Finley and 

Cadigan owed duties to exercise reasonable assessment, treatment, movement, care, and treatment 

of Earl. 

55. Finley’s and Cadigan’s willful and wanton conduct breached the standard of care 

in the assessment, care, treatment, movement and transportation of Earl.  Among other things, 

despite knowing Earl was in medical distress, Finley and Cadigan refused to assess Earl, refused 

to provide treatment and care to Earl, forced Earl to ambulate when he was unable to do so due to 

his condition, and then proceeded to strap him to a stretcher in a prone position when they knew 

from their experience and training that positioning Earl in this way would create a substantial 

probability of great bodily harm or death.   

56. As a direct and proximate cause of one or more of the aforementioned willful and 

wanton acts and/or omissions of Finley and Cadigan, Earl suffered serious injuries that resulted in 

his death. 

57. Plaintiff brings this action pursuant to the Illinois Survival Act, 755 ILCS 5/27-6. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against LifeStar in an amount in excess of 

Fifty-Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00). 
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F. DAMAGES 

58. Plaintiff seeks to recover all damages allowed by law, including, but not limited to: 

(a) Physical pain and suffering; 

(b) Mental anguish;  

(c) Disfigurement; 

(d) Physical impairment; 

(e) Medical expenses; 

(f) Loss of earning capacity; 

(g) Loss of consortium  

(h) Loss of services; 

(i) Loss of inheritance;  

(j) Funeral and burial expenses; and  

(k) All other damages proven at trial. 

G. JURY DEMAND 

59. Plaintiff requests a trial by jury (12) on all issues.  

H. RESERVATION TO AMENDED 

60. Plaintiff reserves the right to amend this pleading as discovery progresses. 

I. PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff requests that Defendants be cited to 

appear and answer, and that on final trial Plaintiff has: (1) judgment against Defendants for actual 

and compensatory damages in accordance with the evidence and the law; (2) pre-judgment and 

post-judgment interest as provided by law; (3) costs of court; (4) judgment in an amount in excess 

of Fifty-Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00); and (4) such other and further relief, general and special, 

to which Plaintiff may show herself justly entitled at law or in equity.     
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Respectfully submitted, this 19th day of January 
2023.  
 
 
By: /s/ Jennifer Hightower    
Jennifer Hightower (IL Bar # 6301329) 
Benjamin R. O’Connor (IL Bar # 6321224) 
Robert C. Hilliard (pro hac vice to be filed) 
Michael E. Richardson (pro hac vice to be filed)  
HILLIARD MARTINEZ GONZALES LLP 
719 S. Shoreline Boulevard 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 
Telephone No.: 361.882.1612 
Facsimile No.: 361.882.3015 
Email:  jhightower@hmglawfirm.com 
boconnor@hmglawfirm.com  
Email:  bobh@hmglawfirm.com 
Email:  mrichardson@hmglawfirm.com 
Email:  hmgservice@hmglawfirm.com  
(Email for service of pleadings) 
 
Benjamin L. Crump (pro hac vice to be filed) 
BEN CRUMP LAW PLLC 

      122 S. Calhoun Street 
      Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
      Telephone No.: 850.224.2020 
      Facsimile No.: 850.224.2021 

Email:  ben@bencrump.com 
 

 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 
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PLEASE SERVE:  
 
LIFESTAR AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC. 
Through its agent for service of process: 
Roger Campbell, President 
940 North Elm Street 
Centralia, IL 62801 
 
PEGGY J. FINLEY 
800 S. Durkin Dr., Apt. 440 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 

or  
Sangamon County Jail 
1 Sheriff’s Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 
 
PETER J. CADIGAN 
1015 Green Acres Lane 
Springfield, Illinois 62707 

or 
Sangamon County Jail 
1 Sheriff’s Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 
 


