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On January 5, 2021, an amended HB163 was introduced into the Illinois Legislature for 

consideration during the “lame duck” session that lasts between now and January 13th. The Bill 

essentially addresses a variety of areas in an attempt to reform criminal justice in Illinois. When 

presented in this fashion, with little to no stakeholder input and very little time for a thorough 

review of the 611 page document by legislators expected to vote on the Bill, or time for 

legislators wanting to make an informed decision by soliciting feedback from constituents and 

criminal justice organizations they represent, it leaves one to wonder if the true intentions of this 

Bill are for well-rounded criminal justice reform that will enact change while also protecting the 

safety of the community. 

“I have not met a single criminal justice leader who feels the criminal justice system is perfect,” 

stated Sheriff Dustin Heuerman. “It is important that any criminal justice reform legislation 

provides an opportunity for all stakeholders to be part of the conversation so we can enact reform 

that makes sense,” the Sheriff added. Reform that has long-lasting implications state-wide, and 

potential safety implications for criminal justice professionals and the communities they serve, 

should not be rushed into without a fully informed assessment. 

The proposed criminal justice reform legislation has several overall concepts that warrant 

thought. However, it is important that legislators comprehensively analyze multiple ideas from a 

variety of stakeholders with multiple viewpoints before finalizing legislation that affects everyone 

in Illinois, including: 

• How to help ensure unethical police officers are taken off the streets as soon as possible, 

but not at the expense of the same due process rights that are afforded to everyone else. 

• How to help ensure that officers knowingly violating the Constitutional rights of someone 

are held accountable while not deterring police officers with no intention of breaking the 

rules or violating Constitutional rights from effectively doing the job our communities 

expect them to do.  

• How to help ensure that people feel comfortable submitting complaints on criminal 

justice professionals who act unethically or otherwise abuse their authority, while 

ensuring that the information in those complaints is factual and not intentionally 

misrepresented.  

• How to help ensure that arrestees who are sitting in jail waiting for their trial are doing so 

because of their flight risk or risk to the community, not because of their inability to pay 

bail. 

• How to help ensure that criminal justice professionals are adequately trained for the 

situations in which they will face, while also working on alternatives to criminal justice 

involvement. 

• How to help ensure a transparent, professional and ethical criminal justice profession 

while providing organizations with the resources needed to achieve this. 
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• How to help ensure that only the minimum use of force needed to control a situation is 

used while also ensuring the safety of the community and criminal justice professionals 

who are involved in the incident. 

We look forward to engaging with our legislators on how to enact productive criminal justice 

reform that helps to build a more professional and ethical criminal justice profession without 

jeopardizing the safety and integrity of our officers and our communities. 

 

Dustin D. Heuerman, Champaign County Sheriff 

Julia Rietz, Champaign County State’s Attorney 
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