
  

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

May 21, 2020 

Hon. JB Pritzker 

Governor, State of Illinois 

207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Governor Pritzker, 

 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, I've held countless Zoom and conference call meetings with 

citizens across the 10 counties that I am fortunate enough to represent.  I've had calls with mayors, 

county board members, and chambers.  I've even had a Zoom call with hair stylists and barbers from 

across those same counties, high school students, and direct calls and emails with constituents.  I've 

also collected letters from mayors, county board members, and other local elected officials from 

communities of less than 200 all the way up to counties of two hundred thousand.  You should also 

know that the 51st spans areas like Edgar County that, to this day, haven’t had a single case of Covid-

19, as well as Macon county that had a horrible nursing home outbreak with numerous deaths. 

 

I completely cede the point that you, like all of us, are dealing with something that no previous leader 

of the modern era has had to deal with.  When this started, much like you, I advised my constituents 

to act with the utmost caution.  In those initial days, PPE and testing kits were in very short supply, 

little was known about the virus’ spread, and no guidance existed for any profession to go to work in 

as “safe” a manner as was possible. 

 

But, Governor, now two months in, like any good leader, it is time to adapt and change your tactics 

and strategy to fit the changing landscape of this epic battle in which we are all engaged.  We now 

have people who are not taking care of basic healthcare needs that are wholly unrelated to COVID-19.  

For example, a recent New York Times article noted a massive decline in immunizations among the 

public for a host of nasty diseases.  Surely, society's answer to COVID-19 cannot be to bring the 

Measles back or to allow deadly HPV cases to skyrocket? 

 

We continue to leave behind long-term medically necessary treatments and precautions for the 

developmentally disabled that prevent skin breakdown and decubitus ulcers.  Again, society’s answer 

to COVID-19 cannot be to allow our most vulnerable population to be potentially subject to life-

endangering sepsis? 

 

While these are just 2 examples of direct threats to health care that have been caused by the shutdown, 

the wholesale economic devastation of the private sector and loss of people’s livelihoods will 

assuredly add more loss of life on the horizon.  Whether it is a now-present rise in domestic violence 

and mental health issues, higher suicide rates (see the Arcola Mayor’s letter attached for how just one 
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community is being impacted), or the obliteration of state and local tax dollars necessary to pay for 

even the most basic-levels of public health, I reject any narrative that frames the issue at hand as 

“health care” versus “jobs.”  I have entire hospitals and clinics with massive layoffs.  Where is the 

“healthcare” in that?  This is “healthcare” vs “healthcare” – and no matter what path you take, there 

will be, no doubt, unfortunate and terrible consequences. 

 

But, you say, your plan allows for phased reopening already. Here is just one practical example of 

why additional changes are still necessary to the current “Restore Illinois” plan.  Under Phase 3 of the 

plan, many additional businesses will reopen, but childcare to support those workers doesn’t go back 

until Phase 4.  Again, time to adjust. 

 

Here’s another: on my Zoom conference with 50-plus barbers and hairdressers, I took a poll.  82% 

said they wanted to go back to work, but in open discussion, they all said they wanted to go back to 

work using appropriate guidance and safety precautions.  However, with a little over a week before 

Phase 3 hits most of our state (at which point people can get a hair-cut), the administration has yet to 

promulgate any guidance for what is required to do it as safely as possible.  How does that help stop 

COVID-19 from spreading?  Time to adjust. 

 

And while we are on the topic of barbers and stylists, they asked me to directly convey to you that the 

unemployment system is still confusing, unnecessarily burdensome, and is locking thousands of 

Illinoisans out of benefits that they are legally entitled to.  While this is true for their profession – it is 

equally true for the hundreds of thousands of workers that have been laid off from other professions. 

 

This last point further demonstrates one of my primary concerns with the current version of your plan: 

it defies basic logic and human nature to pretend that a single mom or dad, a husband or wife, who 

hasn't been allowed to put food on the table for their kids for over two months, and is locked out of 

the unemployment system, isn't going to take matters into their own hands by working underground to 

earn the money they need to feed their family.  And this leads to a major problem – the further spread 

of COVID-19.  

 

How do you spread COVID-19 into a nursing home where it is most deadly?  Simple.  A CNA, cook, 

or other nursing home staff member goes “underground” and gets their haircut out of someone's 

garage or basement, catches COVID-19, and then later walks into the nursing home.  This is how you 

exacerbate the spread of this virus and make a bad situation worse.  Make no mistake, by ignoring 

basic human nature, in the face of ongoing economic devastation, additional lives will be lost.  

Indeed, failure to account for basic human nature is pushing this situation into an ever more 

dangerous direction all over downstate Illinois.  Many sheriffs, state’s attorneys, county, and city 

governments have already said that they will not enforce your orders.  And, as if that does not worry 

you enough, these are just the folks who are openly saying it.  Thousands more are quietly moving 

their businesses underground – creating a fertile breeding ground for the transmission of the virus.   

 

Don’t think somebody will get an illegal haircut in their neighbor’s garage?  Just ask the Mayor of 

Chicago how she got hers. 

 

I cannot understand why your public response in recent days to all of this hasn’t been to simply reach 

out and work with people to come up with a mutually agreed solution.  Instead, I’ve seen you threaten 

the citizens of Illinois with criminal incarceration.  Even yesterday, after losing in JCAR on your ill-

advised proposition to jail people for trying to put food on their kids’ table, Governor, you pivoted to 

saying that now it is “ok” for some restaurants to reopen for outdoor seating.  This was great, in and 

of itself.  But instead of taking an opportunity to look magnanimous, you then went on to issue new 



  

threats against the people of Illinois, namely, to monetarily fine those who disobey and to withhold 

law enforcement dollars for local communities that don’t tow your line in lockstep.  

 

And this is all on top of the earlier threats you made to withhold public health and other dollars from 

local county and municipal governments.  Last week you were even publicly rebuked by the Illinois 

Sheriff’s Association for threatening them.  I ask you, how has any of this bickering been productive 

to the goals at hand?  

 

Governor, people don’t want to be put in a position of fighting you and nobody wants to reopen 

unsafely, rather people are crying out to be given guidance on how to move forward, as safely as 

possible – but being fully cognizant of the fact that you simply cannot eliminate all risk. This is a 

roller coaster that is probably going to require different adjustments of restrictions, dialing some areas 

up, while others back down, based upon local need until we find a vaccine or efficacious treatment.  

And we are all in complete agreement that any baseline for decisions must be focused on local 

hospital bed and ICU capacity.  

 

So, here we are two months later, and I am asking that you stop threatening us, realize that we all are 

in this together, that people desperately want to find creative ways to move forward together safely, 

and that you should begin working with us to do just that. 

 

But, frankly, you don’t need to take my word for any of the above, I've surveyed leaders from across 

the 51st District on their opinion of where we are at as a region and where we should go from here 

(I’ve attached them all for you).  If you look through them, the range of opinions is from outright 

hostility to being afraid to defy you, but they are all basically saying the same thing: that they want to 

be heard and want you to work with them.  

 

Governor, no government on earth has stopped this disease. The genie is out of the bottle.  As the 

leader of this state, it is time to do what any good leader would do in a time of war: listen to your 

officers in the field.  You shouldn’t just hastily adjust your plan because of some loss at JCAR (like 

yesterday’s sudden shift of “outdoor restaurants and bars” from Phase 4 to Phase 3); rather, adjust the 

plan because you reached out, worked with regional leaders (who want to work with you) and find the 

right approach, the measured approach, for each area of the state – and then make your adjustments.  I 

guarantee you will find compliance far easier with local “buy-in”, than you are on the current course. 

 

People are beyond frustrated; I know you are too.  Time to work together.  I would greatly like to 

discuss this with you. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

 

Chapin Rose 

State Senator 51st District 

 

 Enclosures 

 

PS – As an aside, I promised Jim from “Jim’s Barbershop” in Hume, Illinois, that I would pass along 

that “electronic payment only” doesn’t work in Hume.  Quite literally, it doesn’t work.  More reason 

to work with us – so that we can all find the right approach for each region of the state! 


