
City of Monticello 

Downtown Parklet Program 
 

Parklet Provisions - 

 

What is a Parklet? 

- Essentially, a parklet is a temporary outdoor dining area or seating area adjacent to a business, in location 

normally designated for on-street parking.  The goal of these spaces is to enhance the experience in downtown 

Monticello by providing places for further patronage of businesses in downtown Monticello.  Parklets at this 

time, are intended to provide an expansion in seating capacity while respecting the regulations for social 

distancing and safety because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Where are they permitted? 

-If approved, a parklet will be permitted on an adjacent street to a bar or restaurant, and take up no more 

than 3 parking spaces.  In the event there are no on-street parking spaces adjacent to the establishment, 

the City has other provisions to apply. 

What can be put in a parklet? 

-Parklets may feature tables, chairs and benches.  The City of Monticello will provide one commercial 

umbrella, pedestrian fencing and planter boxes to designate the boundaries of the parklet space.  

Businesses are responsible for providing their own tables and chairs, which should be durable and outdoor 

rated.  All seating arrangements must adhere to the social distancing and safety requirements put in place 

by Governor Pritzker. 

Who can apply to have a parklet installed? 

-At this time, parklets are available to any bar and restaurant in downtown Monticello.   

What is the application process? 

-A person seeking to install a parklet in a designated location shall submit a completed application form 

and required materials to the Director of Community Development’s office.   

What happens after application is made? 

Parklet applications will be evaluated and approved by City Staff.  City personnel will install the fencing, 

planter boxes, and umbrellas, where appropriate.  The business may then set up their dining spaces.  

Businesses utilizing parklet space must abide by the social distancing and safety guidelines for employees 

and patrons set forth by the public health department.  Businesses are responsible for sanitizing and 

cleaning each dining station and the area, based upon guidelines identified by the public health 

department. 

The parklets will remain available until August 31st, 2020. 

**Businesses are urged to enact a ‘reservation’ policy for outdoor seating to prevent the congregating 

of individuals in a given area, which goes against the purpose of the social distancing requirements. 

 



City of Monticello 

Downtown Parklet Program 
 
 

Design and Placement Guidelines- 

1. The space will be an “Open-Air” design.  One patio umbrella per business will be provided by the 

City.  The business may provide additional shading or umbrellas, as long as they do not interfere 

with access.  Shading and umbrellas must not extend past the parklet and must be secured to 

withstand wind stresses. 

2. Businesses shall provide their own seating and tables, which should be set up to maintain the 

required 6’ separation between tables.  Furniture should be sturdy, durable and designed for 

the outdoors.  The City of Monticello may provide picnic tables upon request, keeping in mind 

that the provided tables are 5’ x 8’, which would substantially limit the amount of table seating 

offered within the area.   

3. Structural elements and decorations must not extend beyond the footprint of the parklet.  

Access from the sidewalk must be maintained. 

 

Rules- 

1. Parklet applicants shall provide a certificate of insurance to the City of Monticello listing the City 

as an additional insured, with a minimum $1,000,000 each incident and $3,000,000 aggregate. 

2. Businesses may not permanently affix any seating, tables or umbrellas into the surface of the 

road, sidewalk or curbing. 

3. Smoking on parklets is prohibited. 

4. Businesses may not operate outside of “normal” business hours. 

5. Alcohol service is permitted in the parklet for businesses holding a Class E Liquor License. 

6. Business is responsible for daily maintenance of their approved parklet.   

7. Participating business must complete and sign a Hold Harmless and Indemnification agreement 

with the City of Monticello. 

8. If the City finds any of these rules are not being followed, the parklet will be removed. 

 

**The City assumes no responsibility or liability to items damaged or removed from the designated 

park area. 
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Parklet Application- 

Bars and restaurants within the downtown may apply for a parklets for review and consideration by the 

City of Monticello.  A parklet is the temporary use of space in the dedicated public right-of-way 

(primarily parking spaces) for public and private use, primarily serving as expanded seating areas for bar 

and restaurant patrons, citizens and visitors.   

Instructions- 

Complete the application in full and submit to the Director of Community Development with the required 

certificate of insurance.  Once the application has been received, a hold harmless and indemnification 

agreement will be sent to the applicant for completion. 

APPLICANT NAME: MAILING ADDRESS: 
 
 

PHONE: 
 
 

E-MAIL: 
 

BUSINESS NAME: 
 
 

PROPERTY OWNER NAME: 
 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 
 
 

E-MAIL: 

 

APPLICANT’s AFFIRMATION 
 
I hereby do affirm that I have read and agree to follow the rules stated as they relate to the operation 
of the parklet, as well as the requirements set forth by the State of Illinois.  
 
 

Signature                                                                                                                                          Date 

 


